ANNUAL
REPORT
2020

Keeping kids safe where they live,
play, and travel on their way.
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Safe Kids Austin
A coalition led by Dell Children’s Medical
Center consisting of non-profit organizations,
governmental agencies, healthcare
professionals, and others committed to
preventing child injuries.

Mission:

To prevent serious,
unintentional
childhood injuries
and fatalities in the
Greater Austin area.

Safe Kids Austin is part of Safe Kids
Worldwide and one of more than 400
other local Safe Kids coalitions across
the globe.
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Dell Children’s shines green for
National Injury Prevention Day.

Vision:

For all communities
to be places where
children can live, grow,
and play safely.

Dell Children’s Medical
Center is a Level 1
Pediatric Trauma
Center based in
Austin, Texas.

Dear Readers,
What a year 2020 has been! Amid all the changes and challenges, our coalition
responded with innovation and determination, resulting in new partnerships, new
advocates, and a renewed commitment to our work.
I want to thank all of our coalition members and partners for demonstrating
creativity, agility, and dedication to child safety this past year. Everyone worked
together to ensure services were accessible to families and child injury prevention
remained a priority.
As we look ahead to 2021, Safe Kids Austin will continue to adapt to meet the
needs of our community. Our new strategic plan will guide us towards our vision of
ensuring all communities are places where children can live, play, and grow safely.
Together we can do more and I invite you to join us this year.

Carlee McConnell
Safe Kids Austin Coordinator
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Identifying Causes of Preventable Child Injuries
Unintentional childhood injuries remain a leading cause of mortality and morbidity in
the U.S.
Motor vehicle crashes, drowning, and suffocation are leading causes of child injuryrelated fatalities here in the Greater Austin area, specifically in Travis, Williamson, and
Hays counties.
Leading Causes of Unintentional Injury Deaths Among Selected Age Groups
Central Texas (Travis, Williamson, and Hays Counties) (2000-2019)

UNDER AGE 1
Leading
Causes
Accidental suffocation
and strangulation
in bed

AGE 1 - 4

Number
of Deaths

173

Other accidental
suffocation and
strangulation

15

Motor Vehicle

13

All others

21

Total

222

Leading
Causes

AGE 5 - 14
Number
of Deaths

Leading
Causes

Number
of Deaths

Motor Vehicle

52

Motor Vehicle

Drowning

46

Drowning

17

All others

36

All others

41

Total

134

Total

130

188

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death on CDC
WONDER Online Database. Prepared by Austin Public Health, January 2021
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Overall, data from all three counties indicate suffocation among infants and motor vehicle
crashes among older children are leading causes of unintentional injury fatalities. Both
Williamson and Travis County show drowning is a leading cause of unintentional injury
fatalities among children ages 1-4 years. Among the patients treated by the Dell Children’s
Trauma Department in 2019, falls were the most common cause of unintentional injury
followed by motor vehicle crashes (MVC) and sports.
Number of Dell Children’s Medical Center Trauma Patients
by Mechanism of Injury (2019)
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With drowning remaining as a leading cause of child injuryrelated fatalities in our area, Safe Kids Austin regularly reviews
data associated with fatal and non-fatal child drownings.
According to the Department of Family and Protective Services,
80 children fatally drowned in Texas in 2020, including 1 child in
the Travis, Hays, and Williamson County region. These numbers
are down from 87 fatal child drownings in 2019, which included
9 children in the Travis, Hays, and Williamson County region.
Dell Children’s has also seen a decrease in the number of
patients treated for drowning-related incidents (fatal and
nonfatal); specifically, 28 children were treated in 2020
compared to 53 in 2019.
To help prevent local child drownings, Safe Kids
Austin is pleased to support the ongoing work of
the Dell Children’s Drowning Prevention and Water
Safety program, which launched this year.

“Safe Kids Austin members are passionate about
creating a safer community for our children.”
David Zane, Injury Epidemiologist
at Austin Public Health
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Year in Review
This year, the COVID-19 pandemic
significantly impacted communities across the
globe, including here in Central Texas. Austin
and the surrounding areas saw restrictions
and closures to reduce the spread of the
virus. Education, work, and social gatherings
moved from in-person to virtual as schools,
businesses, and other community services
closed or reduced capacity.
As circumstances changed and children
spent more time at home, it was predicted that child injury risks would change as well.
Indeed, the Texas Poison Control reported an increase in calls due to children ingesting
disinfectants and other household cleaners and the Austin Transportation Department
reported a decrease in serious injuries due to car crashes. Further data is needed to see
the true impact of the pandemic on child injury.
Safe Kids Austin operations were also impacted - coalition meetings moved
online, community events were canceled, media coverage was less available, and
partners’ priorities shifted to meet the most pressing community needs. However,
throughout the year, Safe Kids Austin continued to
provide opportunities for members to problem-solve,
collaborate, and plan new ways to conduct child
injury prevention efforts.
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Adapting Injury Prevention Efforts
during the Pandemic
The global pandemic required Safe Kids Austin to re-think and adapt
coalition operations and prevention initiatives. Below are a few highlights:
REIMAGINING CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY SERVICES
Safe Kids Austin members collaborated to provide car seat assistance
for families through virtual car seat inspections and safe community
events.

•

Together with partners, Safe Kids Austin developed a system to offer
families virtual one-on-one car seat checks with a Certified Child
Passenger Safety Technician.

•

Over 30 hours of virtual car seat assistance were provided 			
		 through Dell Children’s Kids in Cars program.

•
Carlee McConnell teaching a
caregiver how to install their
car seat during a virtual car
seat inspection.

•

Many families received car-side education and 117 children 			
received a new booster seat.

•

Marissa Rodriguez showing
parents how to use a booster
seat from a safe distance at
the drive-thru booster seat
distribution event.
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Austin Public Health, Austin-Travis County EMS, United Way for
Greater Austin, and Safe Kids Austin co-hosted the first-ever
drive-thru booster seat distribution event.

After partnering with Safe Kids Austin to pilot a contactless,
in-person car seat distribution event for families in-need, Austin
Public Health and Austin-Travis County EMS began hosting regular
contactless events, finally providing relief to families who had not
otherwise been able obtain a child safety seat.

LINKING CHILD SAFETY RESOURCES WITH ESSENTIAL NEEDS
For many families, assistance with essential needs emerged as the
pandemic continued. Safe Kids Austin connected with assistance
programs to provide child safety resources.

•

•

Families could pick up a bike helmet and safety materials along
with a meal box at food distribution events in partnership with
Foundation Communities.

•		73 children received new bike helmets.

Safe Kids Austin provided child injury prevention education, bike
helmets, and bike lights to Austin Voice’s for their food distribution
events and annual community fair, Hope Fest.

•

Over 1000 families received child safety information tailored to 		
		 issues especially pertinent during the pandemic, such as child 		
		 safety at home.

•

Safe Kids Austin provided bike helmets and bike lights for all the 		
		 children who won a new bike.
Children received
bike helmets at food
distribution events
in partnership with
Foundation Communities.
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SPREADING SAFETY MESSAGES IN NEW WAYS
Throughout the year, Safe Kids Austin members were committed to spreading child injury
prevention messages. The coalition adjusted as our regular news segments were changed
to virtual interviews and also found new ways to continue bringing attention to child
safety issues and reaching caregivers.

Bailey Bakouris, Kyle Fire
Department, sharing cooking
safety tips for Thanksgiving on
Fox 7 Austin’s Good Day Austin.
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Debbie Switzer, Dell Children’s
Kids in Cars, doing a virtual
interview on car seat safety with
Univision’s Despierta Austin.

•

United Way for Greater Austin invited Safe Kids Austin members
to submit child-safety text messages for Bright by Text, a texting
platform that reaches 4,174 individuals in the Greater Austin
area.

•

Fox 7 Austin aired 19 interviews with Safe Kids Austin members,
10 of which were conducted remotely.

•

Univision Austin aired 9 interviews with Safe Kids Austin
members, 8 of which were conducted remotely.

•

Coalition members Colin’s Hope and Austin Public Health placed
child safety PSAs in Austin Utility Now, a monthly newsletter sent
to 412,000 households, available in both English and Spanish.

•

Safe Kids Austin participated in the first annual National Injury
Prevention Day, gaining media coverage highlighting the
importance of child injury prevention initiatives.

COALITION MEMBERS SHARE THEIR ADAPTATIONS
Safe Kids Austin members regularly brainstormed and discussed ways to continue injury
prevention initiatives amid the changes. A few members highlight their adaptations below:
Dell Children’s Kids in Cars started a web series, Curbside
with Kids in Cars, for caregivers to reference when inperson events were unavailable. These videos received
over 3,000 views and included helpful topics such as how
to select the right car seat, how to install your car seat
correctly, and how to harness your child properly.
Colin’s Hope hosted 130 water safety broadcasts on social
media, resulting in 34,300 minutes of video watched on
Facebook alone. Colin’s Hope also turned their proven
Water Safety with Colin & Friends early childhood
curriculum into an all virtual format making
these water safety lessons more accessible
to schools and organizations.

Amber Garcia and Drew Swanner create
Curbside with Kids in Cars videos.

“[The virtual car seat check] was very helpful and
I would recommend it to any new or expectant
parent! The staff were patient and did a great job
explaining things.”
Caregiver who participated in virtual car seat inspection
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No longer able to teach kids in-person, Safe Routes to School
created interactive online modules about pedestrian safety and
made these available to all elementary PE teachers in Austin ISD
plus more in Round Rock, Leander, Manor, Eanes, and Pflugerville
ISDs.
The Travis County Underage Drinking Program also quickly
adapted their in-school programming to a virtual format and
partnered with drive-thru outreach programs to provide families
with prevention materials.

Diego Silva, with Dell
Children’s Health Plan,
delivers resources to
Avance-Austin families.

With so many services now online, Dell Children’s Health Plan
responded to the need for internet access by becoming the Virtual
Sponsor of Avance Schools’ Parent-Child Education Program (PCEP),
providing internet access for 240 families along with educational
resources to families.

“I was new to everything — advocacy, legislature, and coalitions. I became
a member of the Safe Kids because I needed help getting the message of
gun safety out to parents. I didn’t know a lot about coalition work, but
I was smart enough to know that I couldn’t achieve my goals by myself.
They helped give gun safety a voice on Fox7 Austin, Univision and at
any Injury Prevention event. I just reach out and someone is there to
support me.”
Leesa Ross, Founder of Lock Arms for Life
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The Health and Human Services Office of Disability Prevention for Children (ODPC)
started a volunteer program to meet the demand for printed educational materials
regarding child developmental disability prevention, including
those related to injuries. Nearly 50,000 pieces of educational
materials were distributed to all 6,100 elementary school special
education departments across Texas.
MADD Central Texas began hosting a weekly collaborative virtual
learning series for youth and parents in which several other Safe
Kids Austin members participated as presenters.

ODPC Volunteer, Danielle,
preparing mailouts.

“As a member of the Safe Kids Austin Coalition, the
Health and Human Services Office of Disability
Prevention for Children (ODPC) partners with
fellow coalition members to raise awareness and
implement strategies to promote injury prevention
in children throughout the Austin Area. ODPC staff
and volunteers look forward to a continued collaboration with Safe
Kids Austin as we partner to provide education, outreach, and other
services aimed at preventing unintentional childhood injuries.”
Jay Smith, Project Manager,
Office of Disability Prevention for Children
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Looking Ahead to 2021
Turning Challenges into Opportunities
This year provided many challenges for our coalition and our
community. As we explored how to meet the current needs,
Safe Kids Austin identified gaps and limitations that were used
as opportunities to grow and improve. Moving into 2021, we will
maintain and build upon these changes to reach more children,
create more partnerships, and make a larger impact on the
Greater Austin community.
The importance of cross-sector collaboration was highlighted this
past year. Safe Kids Austin aims to grow our network of partners
this coming year and will continue actively participating with the
following organizations, coalitions, and groups:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Central Texas Drowning Prevention Action Team
Dell Children’s Advocacy Team
Safe States Hospital-Based Injury Prevention Special Interest 		
Group
Safe Kids Worldwide State Leaders & Texas Safe
Kids Coordinators
Success by 6 Coalition
Texas Child Passenger Safety Network
Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition
Vision Zero Alliance

In 2020, the Safe Kids Austin Board of Directors assessed the coalition’s strengths and
areas for improvement and developed a new Strategic Plan for fiscal years 2021-2023.

Safe Kids Austin’s goals for the following years are...
MEMBERSHIP - Ensure an active, diverse coalition membership through

ongoing recruitment, retention, and member development opportunities.

EDUCATION & INITIATIVES - Deliver child safety education and injury
prevention services to caregivers and providers through collaborative
partnerships, resource distribution, and in-person and virtual trainings or
events.
PUBLIC AWARENESS - Promote evidence-based or best-practice child

injury prevention strategies through strategic, targeted public awareness
initiatives across various platforms.

ADVOCACY - Actively participate in the advocacy process to support best
practices and state and local policies that would improve child safety.

DATA - Use data to effectively guide

child safety initiatives by compiling
and sharing local child injury data
as well as data on other factors
that may influence injury risk.
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Coalition Leadership
The Safe Kids Austin coalition continues to grow its reach and impact
through the ongoing contributions of our dedicated members and the
leadership of our Board of Directors.
The Safe Kids Austin Board of Directors helps to ensure the coalition is reaching its goals
and continually working towards our mission and vision.

2020 SAFE KIDS AUSTIN BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT
Stephanie Trevino
Austin Public Health
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VICE-PRESIDENT
Alissa Magrum
Colin’s Hope

SECRETARY
Johnny Humphreys
Texas Heatstroke Task Force

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Amir Emamian
Safe Routes to School

Denise Geleitsmann
Austin Public Health

Melinda Crockom
Center for State Emergency
Communications

Shalyn Bravens
United Way for Greater Austin

Gabriella Kolodzy
Teens in the Driver Seat
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Recognizing the Contributions
of our Members
Friend of the Year Award
PEOPLE’S COMMUNITY CLINIC
The Safe Kids Austin Friend of the Year Award recognizes a Safe
Kids Austin community partner organization that has consistently
and notably supported Safe Kids Austin in achieving Safe Kids
Austin’s mission and vision throughout the year.
This recipient of the Friend of the Year award is selected by the Safe
Kids Austin Board of Directors.
People’s Community Clinic received the award due to the
following contributions:

•

Nancy Sanchez accepted the
award for People’s Community
Clinic, presented by Stephanie
Trevino, Safe Kids Austin
President.

Grew and strengthened their child injury prevention efforts
throughout the year, helping to expand child passenger safety
efforts. Specifically, People’s Community Clinic staff became Certified Child Passenger
Safety Technicians, volunteered at the monthly Safe Kids Austin inspection station,
co-led multiple child passenger safety events in conjunction with Safe Kids Austin, Kids
in Cars, and Austin Public Health, and received funding to lead child passenger safety
efforts for their clients.
• Shared child safety information on Safe Kids Austin news
segments on Fox 7 Austin and Univision.
• Regularly offered their community rooms to host Safe Kids
Austin training and events.
• Helped Safe Kids Austin form connections with organizations
in Manor, enabling us to host a National Seat Check Saturday
Event in Manor for the first time.
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Each year, several coalition members are recognized for their significant
contribution to the Safe Kids Austin coalition and the prevention of child injuries.
The following members were presented with awards in January 2020:

Service Award

FOX 7 AUSTIN AND ASCENSION SETON AND
DELL CHILDREN’S COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND OUTREACH TEAMS

The Safe Kids Austin Service Award recognizes organizations or
individuals for their significant contribution to Safe Kids Austin
and the Greater Austin community throughout the year.
The recipients of the Service Award are selected by the Safe Kids
Austin Board of Directors.

Regina Gilbert accepted
the award for Fox 7 Austin,
presented by Stewart Williams,
Injury Prevention Program
Manager at Dell Children’s.

Fox 7 Austin received the award for the following contributions:

•

•

Helped Safe Kids Austin spread child safety messages and keep
child safety issues on the forefront throughout the Greater Austin
area by inviting Safe Kids Austin members to share their safety
expertise every week on the Good Day Austin morning show
throughout 2019 and for the past 8+ years.
Enabled Safe Kids Austin to earn an estimated $50,000 in earned
media in 2019.

The Ascension Seton and Dell Children’s Community
Development and Outreach Teams received the award for the
following contributions:

•
•
•
•

Charlotte Holland accepts the
award for Ascension Seton
and Dell Children’s Community
Development and Outreach teams,
presented by Johnny Humphreys,
Safe Kids Austin Board Secretary.

Frequently promoted or volunteered at other Safe Kids Austin members’ events.
Regularly included child safety messaging and resource distribution in their outreach efforts.
Helped facilitate Safe Baby University and provided hands-on CPR training to teen parents.
Co-led Safe Kids Austin’s Annual Safe Kids Day event, taking responsibility for much of the
planning and promotion, enabling us to reach more families through this event each year.
1919

Ambassador Award
DENISE GELEITSMANN
The Safe Kids Austin Ambassador Award recognizes a Safe
Kids Austin member who embodies the Safe Kids Austin
mission and vision. This member is committed to creating
a safer community to prevent childhood injuries by leading
injury prevention initiatives in the Austin-area, frequently
collaborating with and assisting other members with injury
prevention programs or activities, and/or providing materials,
resources, or assistance to other members when needed.
The recipient of the Ambassador Award is selected by other Safe
Kids Austin members.

Denise Geleitsman accepts the
Ambassador Award, presented by
Alissa Magrum, Safe Kids Austin
Vice-President and previous
Ambassador Award winner.

Denise Geleitsmann, Injury Prevention Coordinator at
Austin Public Health, received the award for the following contributions:

•
•
•
•
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Expanded child prevention services in our area, especially related to infant safe sleep,
resulting in the formation of a safe sleep coalition and portable cribs being provided to
families in-need of a safe sleep space throughout Travis County.
Actively partnered with other Safe Kids Austin members on events and projects.
Often shared new child injury prevention research or relevant articles with coalitions
members.
Helped build connections between Safe Kids Austin members
and other organizations who share a common goal.

Coalition Champion
MELINDA CROCKOM
The Safe Kids Austin Coalition Champion Award recognizes a Safe
Kids Austin member who has consistently supported the Safe
Kids Austin Coordinator in coalition activities and initiatives. The
Coalition Champion demonstrates dedication to the coalition
and regularly provides assistance to the coordinator to achieve
coalition goals.
The recipient of the Coalition Champion is selected by the Safe Kids
Austin Coordinator.
Melinda Crockom, Communications Manager at the
Commission on State Emergency Communications, received
this award for the following contributions:

•
•
•

Melinda Crockom accepts the
Coalition Champion Award,
presented by Carlee McConnell,
Safe Kids Austin Coordinator.

Enthusiastically supported Safe Kids Austin events and programs, helping with Safe Kids
Day and other events throughout the year.
Identified creative ways to expand Safe Kids Austin public awareness efforts and
regularly provided educational materials to other coalition members.
Connected with Safe Kids coalitions across Texas to co-create poison prevention and
home safety videos.
• Led a Safe Kids Worldwide grant on behalf of Safe Kids Austin in
collaboration with People’s Pharmacy to provide
medication safety and poison prevention
resources to families.
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Join Us in 2021
Help us achieve our vision of ensuring all communities
are safe places for kids to live, play and grow.
Collaboration is key to reach more families and build safer communities. We would love
for you to be part of Safe Kids Austin. To get involved, visit safekidsaustin.org or send us a
message at safekidsaustin@ascension.org.
Donations help Safe Kids Austin continue
working towards our mission of preventing
serious childhood injuries, allowing us
to respond to the needs of children,
families, and communities in the
Greater Austin area. In-kind and
monetary gifts can be donated online at
supportdellchildrens.org.
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Thank you
for your
support
of Safe Kids
Austin!

“Being a part of the Safe Kids Austin coalition has
provided our department with valuable relationships
from a dedicated and supportive network of child safety
experts in our area. This has allowed us to collaborate
and extend our safety messages to a broader audience,
as well as enable us to continue our own education and
understanding of a broader scope of issues all for the benefit of
our community’s safety. We are incredibly grateful to be a part of
such a passionate group.”
-

Bailey Bakouris, Community Outreach Specialist,
Kyle Fire Department
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Connect with Safe Kids Austin
safekidsaustin.org

@safekidsaustin
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