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Who We Are
Safe Kids Austin is a
community coalition
led by the Injury
Prevention Program
at Dell Children’s
Medical Center.

Join us on our
way to prevent
childhood injuries
in the Greater
Austin area.

Share in our vision
of creating safer
communities for
children where they
live, play, and travel
on their way.
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Our Coalition
60+ active coalition members
Advised by an 8-member Board of Directors
1 of 11 Safe Kids Coalitions in Texas and over 400 in the U.S.
5 Workgroups: Membership, Education & Initiatives, Public Awareness
Policy Advocacy, Data
5 Primary Focus Areas:

child
passenger
safety

water safety
& drowning
prevention

pedestrian
safety

bike
safety

safe sleep
for infants

“We’ve all heard the quote about villages and children – but do you
truly know who is in the village? WE are the village – each and every
one of us. It is up to us to do what we can, when we can, to make
our village safe for all of the children who live in it.”
Beth Warren, Safe Kids Austin President

Annual Report
This report highlights key Safe Kids Austin accomplishments in
2019 due to collaboration of coalition members, partners, and our
community, all with the goal of keeping kids safe and injury free.
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Dear Readers,
I would like to thank you for your interest in Safe Kids Austin. Every day children make
unplanned visits to Dell Children’s because of an injury they acquired where they live and
play. Some of the most acute child injuries come from transportation-related issues like car
crashes, bicycles, and other wheeled devices, or even from walking as a pedestrian. Dell
Children’s is well-equipped and able to treat these traumatic injuries.
We realize a great responsibility to try to prevent injury from ever occurring and, at a
minimum, seek ways to lessen their severity. No matter what role you play in this community,
from caregiver to physician, from policymaker to first responder, we all have a responsibility
to make it safe for children.
At Safe Kids Austin, we endeavor to do this by bringing our community together to create a
dialogue about childhood injuries, conduct programs and services for families, and advocate
for change that will make all of us safer. Car seat inspection sites, teen parent education
classes, weekly media segments, and many other community-driven initiatives outlined in this
report are just the surface of the work that Safe Kids Austin is engaged in.
As you view this report, reflect on the role you play in making our community a safer place for
children. Commit to bringing about positive change and aspire to be involved in the work that
Safe Kids Austin is doing because it is life-saving work. Safe Kids Austin is on the move and we
need you to be part of our future.

Thank you.
Stewart Williams
Injury Prevention Program Manager,
Dell Children’s Medical Center
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“Partnering with Safe Kids
Austin has given Kids in Cars
the opportunity to share child
passenger safety information
on platforms such as FOX 7
News and Univision, connect
with other organizations
who share our passion, and
provided us wonderful support
at car seat check-up events
throughout the year.”

“Bicycling is not only a life skill or a
fun mode of recreation, but one of the
primary ways youth are able to achieve
independent mobility. To ensure that
they are healthy and happy when on
their bikes, it is key that they learn
personal safety skills and the general
public understand their own roles and
responsibilities in keeping them safe
when they are walking or biking in our
city. Safe Kids is a key partner in Ghisallo
Cycling Initiative’s mission to enable a
safe and accepting environment for youth
ridership.”
Christopher Stanton, Ghisallo Cycling Initiative

Amber Garcia, Kids in Cars
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Preventable Injuries
As children live and play, they will get bumps and bruises, skinned knees and
scraped elbows. These are signs of a curious, growing child.
Serious injuries, however, are a leading cause of death for children in the United
States and here in Travis County.
Top Three Leading Causes of Death
Age Group,
Travis
County
(2013-2017)
Top Three Leadingby
Causes
of Death
by Age
Group,
Travis County (2013-2017)
Rank

Under age 1 year

Age 1-4 years

Age 5-14 years

Age 15-24 years

1

Certain Conditions
in the Perinatal
Period
144

Unintentional Injury
16

Malignant
Neoplasms
27

Unintentional Injury
206

2

Congenital
Malformations
83

Unintentional Injury
24

Suicide
93

3

Unintentional Injury
50

Other
Causes
Total
Deaths

Homicide
42

57

44

33

104

334

60

84

445

Notation: Number in cell represents number of deaths

Notation: Number in cell represents number of deaths
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death on
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death on
CDC WONDER Online Database. Prepared by Austin Public Health, November 2019
CDC WONDER Online Database. Prepared by Austin Public Health, November 2019
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The main causes of these
unintentional injury deaths
among children in Travis County
vary by age, as shown below.

Leading Causes
of Unintentional
Injury DeathsInjury
AmongDeaths
Selected Age Groups,
Leading
Causes of Unintentional
CountyTravis
(2008-2017)
Among Selected Travis
Age Groups,
County (2008-2017)
Rank

Under age 1 year

Age 1-4 years

Age 5-14 years

1

Accidental suffocation and
strangulation in bed
94

Drowning
15

Motor vehicle crash
33

2

Other causes
15

Motor vehicle crash
11

Other causes
21

Other causes
13

3
Total

109

39

54

Notation: Number in cell represents number of deaths
Source: Centers
Control number
and Prevention,
National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death on CDC
Notation:
Numberfor
in Disease
cell represents
of deaths
WONDER
Online
Prepared
byPrevention,
Austin Public
Health, Center
November
2019 Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death on
Source:
Centers
forDatabase.
Disease Control
and
National
for Health
CDC WONDER Online Database. Prepared by Austin Public Health, November 2019
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If a child experiences a serious injury, they are most likely to be treated at Dell
Children’s Medical Center, the only Level 1 Pediatric Trauma Center in a 46-county
region of Central Texas.

Number of Dell Children's Medical Center Trauma Patients by
Number of Dell
Children’s
Center Trauma Patients
Mechanism
ofMedical
Injury (2017-2018)
by Mechanism of Injury (2017-2018)

FALLS

541

437

MOTOR VEHICLE CRASH

226

256

101
114

SPORTS
49
37
45
45
48
43
48
40

BIKE
BURNS
BITES
PEDESTRIAN
-

100

200

2017

300

400

500

600

2018

Source: Dell Children’s MedicalSource:
CenterDell
Trauma
Registry, July 2019
Children’s Medical Center Trauma Registry, July 2019

Safe Kids Austin strives to prevent all serious child injuries but focuses primarily
on the leading causes in our community.
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Where Children Live and Play
Safe Kids Austin works with parents and caregivers to ensure they
have the knowledge and resources to keep children
safe wherever they may be.
Safe Baby University
Safe Baby University empowers teen parents with
skills, knowledge, and resources to keep their
children safe from birth and beyond.
• 7 high schools
• 3 school districts
• Round Rock, Leander, and Austin
• 40+ teen parents participated
• 1 car seat, 1 baby gate, 1 sleep sack, and
multiple home safety items given to each
participant

•

6 essential safety topics are taught with
hands-on activities
• CPR and choking, home safety and poison
prevention, safe sleep, Period of PURPLE Crying, child
passenger safety, and drowning prevention

“The feedback that we received from the kids was that
it was a great day and all of the sessions were relevant.
Their favorite part of the day was the CPR for Infants &
Children training and receiving the car seats and safety
gates. Thank you for your help with this important topic
of safety education for our young parents.”
Bonnie Hahn, M.Ed, Early Childhood and Family Educator, Young
Parent Services, Parents as Teachers of Leander ISD

“My favorite part [of
Safe Baby University]
was learning so many
new things that are
going to be helpful
to us moms”
Safe Baby University
participant

“By partnering with Safe Baby University over the last two school
years, Carlee and her phenomenal team have educated over 30
teen parents on pertinent safety topics such as safe sleep, car
seats, choking, water safety, and fall prevention. The interactive
aspects of the safety lessons are regularly appreciated by our
parenting students, and we look forward to many more years of
successful lessons that keep our little ones safe!”
Kelly R Hickman, MPH, Austin ISD Teen Parent Program
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Safe Kids Day, an annual community event, raises awareness about preventable
childhood injuries and provides families with safety resources.
• 300 attendees
• 87 life jackets distributed
• 38 booster seats distributed
• 100 helmets distributed
• 17 concussion baseline screenings provided
• 35 participating organizations
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A child’s safety is also impacted by the broader
environment where they live and play.
Our coalition helps keep child safety on the forefront in the media.
With the help of our media partners, coalition members share child injury prevention
initiatives and safety tips on local TV shows, radio shows, and social media.
Fox 7 Austin: Weekly segment on Good Day Austin
Univision Austin: Monthly TV and radio segments
on Despierta Austin and En Tu Comunidad
KAZI: Invited guest on Austin Public Health’s Health Talk

• 57 child safety segments aired
• 33 Safe Kids Austin members shared their expertise
• $50,000+ in earned media value
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We advocate for laws to create
safer communities for kids throughout Texas.
Advocacy Spotlight:
2019 Texas Legislative Session
In 2019, Safe Kids Austin participated in statewide
child safety advocacy efforts. Members helped
develop one-pagers, met with legislative staff,
registered in support of bills, and provided testimony
at public hearings on issues such as neighborhood
speed limits, texting and driving, car seat safety, bleeding
control kits for schools, and more.
Safe Kids Austin devoted most advocacy efforts
towards supporting proposed child safety seat
legislation which would have required children
to ride in a rear-facing car seat until age 2 in
Texas. This change would align Texas’s law
with best practice recommendations and keep
our littlest Texans safer on the roads. The bill
passed both the House and Senate but was
vetoed by the Governor. Despite this defeat,
Safe Kids Austin members saw positive gains
this legislative session in terms of engagement
and support.

Safe Kids Coordinator, Carlee McConnell and her
colleague, Lindsay Pollok, received the National
Advocate Award from Safe States Alliance in 2019
for their leadership in advocating for the rear-facing
until 2 car seat bill (HB448) in Texas.
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When Children Travel On Their Way
As a child explores the community around them,
they need to have safe streets to travel.
Bike and pedestrian crashes are a leading cause of injury treated at Dell Children’s
Medical Center. Preventing these injuries calls for a comprehensive approach.
Safe Kids Austin members contribute in a variety of ways, from educating kids to
advocating for safer streets.

International Walk to School Day
Walk to School Day teaches students how to be safe
pedestrians and reminds the community of their role in
keeping our streets safe
• 3 Austin ISD schools partnered
• Summit Elementary, Joslin Elementary,
Burnet Middle School
• 300+ students participated
• 5 organizations collaborated
• Vision Zero, Safe Routes to School, TXDOT,
		 Teens in the Driver Seat, Austin ISD
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On The Go
To keep kids safe in cars, Safe Kids Austin operates a
comprehensive child passenger safety program. As more local
programs develop, Safe Kids Austin has been able to shift focus
from individual community events to supporting the overall
infrastructure of local child passenger safety initiatives.
Child Passenger Safety Initiatives

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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2 Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification
Courses hosted with Kids in Cars Program
36 New Child Passenger Safety
Technicians certified representing
9 local organizations
2 monthly car seat inspection locations
30 car seat inspection events
400 car seats and booster seats
inspected
200 car seats and booster seats
distributed
300 caregivers received hands-on
car seat education & assistance
Advocated for changes to the Texas
Child Passenger Safety Law

“Partnering with Safe Kids Austin enables us to
make the roadways safer for our youngest, most vulnerable passengers.”
Kara Thorp, Public Affairs Specialist, AAA Texas

National
Seat Check
Saturday
Each year, our Seat Check
Saturday community event
provides car seat education and
resources to a large number of
families in a short amount of time.
• 66 car seats inspected
• 33 new car seats provided
• 21 Child Passenger Safety Technicians
participated
• 15 additional volunteers assisted
• 40+ families served
• 12 organizations collaborated

“As a member of Safe Kids
Austin I think it is important
that we do everything we can
to protect the children around
us. I am dedicated to Safe Kids
Austin’s mission and vision.
I believe together we can build
a safer community.”
Stephanie Trevino, Safe Kids Austin
Vice-President
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Working to Prevent Child Drowning
Safe Kids Austin has observed a significant increase in tragic drowning fatalities over
the last three years. In Travis, Williamson, and Hays counties combined, 9 children
fatally drowned during 2019, compared to 2 in 2018 and 3 in 20171. Likewise, more
children have been treated at Dell Children’s Medical Center for a drowning incident.
In 2018, 33 children were treated for a drowning at Dell Children’s compared to 49
children in the first 8 months of 2019 alone.
Thanks to support from
Dell Children’s Medical
Center and generous
donors, Safe Kids Austin
is launching a drowning
prevention and water
safety program with a
full-time coordinator
and part-time
researcher in response
to this increase in
child drownings.
Safe Kids Austin, in
collaboration with
existing water safety
organizations, aims
to amplify drowning
prevention efforts

Number of Dell Children’s Medical Center
Number ofPatients
Dell Children's
Medical
Center
Drowning
Per Year
(2014-2019)

Drowning Patients Per Year (2014-2019)
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Source: Dell Children’s Medical Center Submersion Registry, January 2020
Source: Dell Children’s Medical Center Submersion Registry, January 2020

1. Source: Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, helpandhope.org
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53

51

2019

in our community. The program will focus on evidencebased strategies and best practice recommendations
to increase swim skills and create safer environments
around water for kids, primarily for the high-risk age
group of 0 to 4 years.

Understanding Child Drowning Locally
From 2014-2019, 272 patients were treated at Dell
Children’s for drowning. Most of these patients were
between 1-4 years old (67%) and the most common age was
2 years old (25%).

Number
Dell
Children’s
Medical
Center
Drowning
Patients
Number
ofofDell
Children's
Medical
Center
Drowning
Patients
by
by
Age
and
Sex
(2014-2019)
Age and Sex (2014-2019)

Age (years)

Less than 1
1-4

MALE

5-9

FEMALE

10-14
110

90

70

50

30

10

10

30

50

70

90

110

Number of Patients
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The majority of drowning occurrences among patients treated at Dell Children’s
occurred in a swimming pool.
Location Where Drowning Occurred Among Drowning Patients Treated
at Dell Children’s Medical Center 2014-2018

Swimming pools

65%

Lakes and ponds

8%

Not abstracted,
Not known,
or Not recorded

11%

Rivers and creeks

4%

Bathtubs

8%

Other

4%

With the launch of the new drowning prevention program, Safe Kids Austin will
have increased capacity to gather and share local data, implement evidence-based
strategies, and support local partners in preventing child drowning.

“At Colin’s Hope, we feel it is absolutely
essential to be involved in Safe Kids Austin
as we strive to achieve our mission to
prevent children from drowning. We know
that together with other Safe Kids Austin
members, we can do more to prevent
drowning and all child injuries.”
18

Alissa Magrum, Executive Director, Colin’s Hope

“Over the past year, the Texas
Poison Center Network (TPCN)
educators collaborated with
Texas Safe Kids educators
to help create educational
messages regarding poison
safety and keeping kids

Together, Keeping Kids Safe
Safe Kids Austin relies on the involvement of members
and partners to create change. By working together, we
can make a bigger impact and ultimately create safer
communities for children to live and play in and around
the Greater Austin area.

safe. I personally had the
opportunity to work with Safe
Kids Austin Carlee McConnell
on a baby safety video which
we filmed in the baby safety
store located in Dell Children’s
Hospital. We created a total
of four videos collaborated on
throughout various regions of
the state. The TPCN educators
are so grateful to have the
opportunity to work with Safe
Kids educators to help share
these important messages with
the community and, ultimately,
to keep kids safe.”
Melinda Crockom, Communications
Manager, Commission on State
Emergency Communications

2019 SAFE KIDS AUSTIN COALITION MEMBERS
AAA Texas

Georgetown Fire Dept.

Ascension Seton

Ghisallo Cycling Initiative

ASPIRE Family Literacy Program

Healthy Families Travis County

Austin Police Department

Kyle Fire Dept.

Austin Public Health

MADD

Austin Transportation Dept.

People's Community Clinic

Austin-Travis County EMS

Round Rock ISD

Be SMART

St. David's Children's Hospital

City of Austin - Active
Transportation & Street Design

St. David's Round Rock Medical 		
Center

City of Austin - Safe Routes 		
to School

Texas A&M Transportation Institute

City of Austin - Transportation
Colin's Hope
Commission on State Emergency 		
Communications
CommUnity Care
Dell Children's Health Plan

Texas Dept. of Insurance
Texas Gun Sense
Texas Heatstroke Taskforce
Texas Office of Injury Prevention- 		
Safe Riders
The Expedition School

Dell Children's Medical Center

Travis County Underage Drinking
Prevention Program

Dell Children's Medical Center - 		
Emergency Department

Trike Neighborhoods

Dell Children's NICU
Dell Seton Medical Center
Department of State Health Services

TxDOT
United Way for Greater Austin
WAYB
Woom Bikes

1919

Our Appreciation
Each year, Safe Kids Austin recognizes several coalition members for their
notable child safety contributions to both the coalition and community with
the following awards:

Safe Kids Austin Award Recipients January 2019
Safe Kids Austin Ambassador Award:
Noni Jarnagin, Ghisallo Cycling Initiative
Recognizes a Safe Kids Austin member who embodies the Safe
Kids Austin mission and vision, leads injury prevention initiatives in
the Austin-area, and collaborates with others on injury prevention
programs.
Safe Kids Austin Coalition Champion:
Gabriella Kolodzy, Teens in the Driver Seat
Recognizes a dedicated Safe Kids Austin member who regularly
provides assistance to the Safe Kids Austin Coordinator to achieve
the coalition goals.
Safe Kids Austin Friend of the Year:
Austin Public Health - Neighborhood Services
and Injury Prevention
Recognizes a Safe Kids Austin community partner
organization that consistently and notably
supports Safe Kids Austin throughout the year.
Safe Kids Austin Service Award: Round Rock ISD Teen Parent Program
Recognizes organizations or individuals for their
significant contribution to Safe Kids Austin and the
Greater Austin community throughout the year.
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Leadership
Each year, eight coalition members are elected to serve on the Safe Kids Austin Board
of Directors. These members volunteer their skills, expertise, and knowledge to
provide coalition oversight and strategic direction.

“Being a part of the Safe Kids Austin
Board has helped me grow as a young
professional in the injury prevention field.
It’s awesome to be exposed to the inner
workings of a coalition with a national
footprint, but whose sole purpose is to serve
the community in which I personally live.
I love sharing with my friends and family what
Safe Kids Austin does for their community,
and it wouldn’t be possible without the
dedication of members from all areas of
child safety and passionate volunteers.”
Gabriella Kolodzy, SKA Board Member At-Large

Pictured Left to Right: Carlee McConnell, Johnny Humphreys, Alissa Magrum,
Denise Geleitsmann, Gabriella Kolodzy, Noni Jarnagin, Stewart Williams
Not pictured: Beth Warren, Stephanie Trevino, Amir Emamian

Safe Kids Austin Board of Directors 2019:
President: Beth Warren, WAYB
Vice-President: Stephanie Trevino, Austin Public Health
Secretary: Johnny Humphreys, Texas Heatstroke Task Force
Member At-Large: Amir Emamian, City of Austin Safe Routes
to School
Member At-Large: Noni Jarnagin, Ghisallo Cycling Initiative
Member At-Large: Gabriella Kolodzy, Teens in the Driver Seat
Member At-Large: Alissa Magrum, Colin’s Hope
Member At-Large: Denise Geleitsmann, Austin Public Health
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On Our Way
Help us make a bigger impact as we venture ahead.
Your participation helps amplify our prevention efforts. Contact
safekidsaustin@ascension.org or visit safekidsaustin.org to get involved.
Your donation helps Safe Kids Austin conduct programs and services in our
community. With your support, we can keep more children injury free.
Individuals

• $10 purchases a bike helmet to prevent head injuries
• $15 purchases a life jacket to keep kids afloat
• $50 purchases a portable crib to ensure babies have a safe space to sleep
• $60 purchases as car seat to keep kids riding safely
Organizations

• $100 sponsors a Safe Kids Day activity with giveaways for kids
• $500 sponsors a community car seat check event
• $1,000 sponsors a Child Passenger Safety Tech Certification
Course for 10 new techs
• $2,500 sponsors Safe Baby University for 20 young parents
• $5,000 sponsors swim lessons for 80 children
• $10,000 sponsors the distribution of 250 booster seats
at Austin ISD’s Annual Back to School Bash
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Thank you
for your
support of
Safe Kids
Austin.

Note from the Coordinator
As the Coordinator for Safe Kids Austin, I am inspired
by the passion and commitment our coalition
members show to serving the community and
keeping children safe. Everyone has a role to play
in building a stronger, safer community and our
coalition members do not hesitate to do their part.
This past year, our coalition has seen significant growth
in membership & collaboration. As members and partners
work together, we have seen new initiatives, new ideas, and,
overall, a larger impact. As one example, our coalition was more
involved in statewide advocacy this past legislative session. We partnered with
Safe Kids coalitions and prevention organizations from across the state and
many of our local coalition members joined in to promote child safety at the
Texas Capitol for the first time.
I am encouraged by the momentum of our coalition this past year and
am excited to see what more we are able to accomplish together in 2020.
We welcome anyone to join us as we work together to create safer
communities for kids.

Thank you,
Carlee McConnell, MPH
Safe Kids Austin Coordinator
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Stay Connected
safekidsaustin.org
facebook.com/safekidsaustin
Instagram: @safekidsaustin
Twitter: @safekidsaustin
safekidsaustin@ascension.org
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